THE DAGHISTAN CAMPAIGN	201
Fifteen days after his arrival in Qazvin, Nadir left for Daghistan via
Qaraja Dagh, Barda'a and the district of Qabala.
It will be recalled that when Nadir was at Nadirabad in May, 1740,
he ordered the Abdali chief 'Abdu'l-Ghani Khan and his own brother-in-
law, Fatlj 'Ali Khan, to go to Shirvan and to co-operate with the army
commanders in Georgia and Adharbaijan in suppressing the Lazgis of
Jar and Tala during the autumn and winter.1 For some unrecorded
reason, 'Abdu'l-Ghani Khan and the other commanders did not launch
their attack on the Lazgis until March, 1741. The Abdali chief, a much
more skilled and experienced commander than Ibrahim Khan, was more
than a match for the Jar and Tala Lazgis ; having inflicted heavy losses
upon them, he forced large numbers to submit.
When Nadir reached Shirvan, many Lazgis came to offer their sub-
mission. The salutary lesson just given to the tribesmen of Jar and
Tala, followed by the advent of the Shah at the head of his army of some
150,000 men,3 doubtless induced these Lazgis to take this course.
Nadir marched on northwards, and by the ist Jumadi I (Hth August)
he had penetrated to the town or village of Ghazi Qumuq, in the heart
of Daghistan. It was at this place that he received a report (which after-
wards proved to be exaggerated) that a mixed force of Ozbegs, Aral Tatars
and Qazaqs had invaded Khwarizm, captured Khiva and put Tahir Beg
and his supporters to death.8 Tahir Beg, however, was not killed until
later.*
At the beginning of Rajab (i2th September), Nadir left Ghazi Qumuq
with the intention of reconnoitring the borders of Avaria. In view of the
lateness of the season, it seems doubtful whether he seriously contem-
plated forcing his way through the mountains at that time and occupying
the whole country. However that may be, the severity of the weather,
together with the obstinate resistance of the mountaineers, forced him
to give up all idea of advancing further northwards and compelled him to
turn eastwards and make for the Caspian coast.5 Had Nadir begun
his march on Avaria a month or so earlier, it is possible that he might have
forced his way through the formidable mountain barrier to Khunzakh,
the Nutzal's capital; by so doing, he would have had the key of Daghistan
1 See p. 186 above.
*	Bazin, who •was at Darband in October, 1741, when Nadir arrived there, gives the strength
of his arm, then as 150,000. He states that it was composed mainly of Indians, Ozbeg
Tatars and Afghans and that there were but few Persians. Bazin thus comments on th!e
small number of Persians: " il (i.e., Nadir) S9avoit qne les peoples natureQement attaches
a leurs Souverains, ne suivent qu'a regret un Usorpateur, et qu'ils ont pour le trahir
rexemple qne lui-mSme leur a donn<5." (See Lettres Edijua^es, VoL IV, p. 288).
*T.N., p. 229.
*See p. an below.
*	T,N., p. 230, Bratishchev, p. 489.   Butkov does not mention this attempt to reach the Avar
country in 1741.

